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9 February 1952

SUBRJECT: TERI® OF REFERENCE: NIET'35/1! PrOBABLE DEVELOPMENTS IN
IMOCHINA THROUGH MID--10%52
(For Board conaideratiom}

THE PROBLEM

To estimnte probable developments in Indochina through mdd-~1952
with particular emPhasis on proboble Chinege Commmnist courges of
action in thot area,

CONCLUSTONS

1. Ve believe that the Franco-Vietnamese forces will contimue to
hold substantially their pressut military positions in Indochine during
. | ‘ the period of thi# eatimate, If present political trende persist, how-
| ovar, we balleve that there will be a slow deterioration of the over-
all Franco-Vietnamese militory and politicsl position,

2. Ue believe that the French will combimue their wor effort in
Indochine, M‘h, besausae of the oritieal nature of their present economia
position and because of their military ecrmitments in Gurope, they will
hope to reducs their cmn‘ltmantg in Indochina by secking additional US
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finangial asgistanee and an "Mmﬁonalimtionﬂ of the defanse of
Indochive, We further belisve that, slthough the Frensh are probably
evan noﬁ serioualy considering a nepotiated Bettlemen;f. with the Comau-
niats and o gradusl withdrewal from Indcchina, they will mot astually
; adopt this course unless cutaide financial and military assistance

| should fall far shor¢ of French requirements,

3, 1f the Chiness Commmists showld lmunch an invasion of Indo-
china, they have the capebility to support loglatieally 150 ,006 troope
in such an operation, regardless of acmuitmonts in Korea, and couwld
probtably force the Franco-Vietnamese forees to evacuste Tonkin befare
L offective assistance could be hrought to bear, .

4. However, we boliove that although they have the oapability, the
Chinaese Commmists will not invade Indochina during theperiod under re-
view, bacause of gonsiderationn of world Commnist strategy, present |
Viet tirh successes, the relatively seccndary importanse of Indoohina
Yo Peiping, and Chinese Communist soncern over possible Vestern retalia-
tion against China, Ve believe that, should hostilities in Korea be
intensifiod and the war expanded, the probability that the Chinese
Coammmists would invade Indoching would increase, e are unable %o
estimots, how’e%f, vhether in this last eircumstanse the Ghingue Comm~
nistas would actunlly intervens in Indochina, |

5. We belisve that the Chinese Commmiists will contimue their
_presont policy of support to the Viet liinh, will pradually inorease the
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seale and mature of this legistis and advisory assistance, and, if noges-
eary to mect Viet lMinh manpover requirements, will begin to incorporate

-/

Chinese Commundst military personnel in Viet liinh coshat undts.
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DISCUSSION
THZ CURREMT SITUATION IN INDOCHINA

The Current Military Situation

-’

1, The current military situation in Indochina remains one of

stalemate,

a. Heavy fighting contimies in Tonkin. Since the publie-

cation on 7 August 1951 of NIE=-35: "Probable Davelopments in

Indochina During the Remainder of 1951," the French have oxe

tendsd their Red River del‘t.-a perimeter around Ianoi and

Haiphong westward to Hoa Binh, but the Viet Minh have been

vigorously counterattacking at various points since garly Dacem

bers (See Map #1.) In the Hanoi-Heiphong area of Tonlin,

115,000 Franco=Vietnemese regular troops currently confrond

an estimated 97,500 Viet Minh regular troops. (See Annex A.)

b, FElsewhere in Indochina, guerrilla-type warfare cone

times and the Viet Minh still contzol northern Tonkin, major

portions of the Annam coast and parts of Cochinchina and

Canbodia, (See Map #2,)

Go. The French naval units contime to dominate Indochina

waters, Although Viet Minh use of antlaivereft weapons has

recontly increased, the French maintain air supremscy over

© Indeching.
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2, The most significent recent military development has been
the vastly increased vigor, coordination, and effectiveness of Vied
Minh attacks along the French perimtér 1n Tonkin,

8. Substantislly improved Viet Minh tactics, commnica~
tions, and weapons indicate that Chinese Commnist advisory,
training, and logistic assistance increased subastantially in
the latter part of 1951 and is probably now at an all-time
high. Approximately 15,000 Chinese Commiat. military advisers
and technical personnel are believed to ba with the Viet Minh
in Indochina, There is no firm evidence, however, of Chinese
combat personnel either in units or as individuals serving with

the Viet Minh,

bo One full Viet Mirh regiment and elements of five others
have infiltrated Franco-Victnamese lines and are now oonducting
harassing operations within the Tonkin perimeter,

fw Mthough the Viet-mnﬁ have suffered heavy casualties
and have beon unable to achieve a major vistory in Toﬁkin,
they appear to be replacing their losses, The French have
committed almost all of their Tonkin reservaéu

3. The combat effectiveness of the French forces remains high,

The combat effectiveness of the Associated States?! forces, except
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for certain operational battalions, is not yet adequate to fit
them for combat onerations, and these forces primarily perform

static defense rolss,

L. US MDAP aid has been of critical importance to the regu-
lar French forces during recent operations. However, the attrition
rate in French equipment, as in the personnsl of the mobile reserves,

has been extremely costly.

The Current Political Situation

5. There has been no significsnt improvement in the political
situation within Vietnam, the most important of the Associated
States, sinoe the publication of NIE=35,

8o 'i‘here 16 a contimed relnotasnce by the French to re«
linquish ultimate control of poliﬂcal. and economic affairs,
Thi=, together with the linpering Tietnamese gispicion of
any Frenchesupported regime, has deprived the government of

xiopular sunnort.,

b, There ir sn scute dearth of experienced Vietnamese
sdministrators, This has presented the govermment with diffi.
cult problems in establishing an efilelent govermment.

€s Factional and seational groupg have not yet united

in a concerted national effort. Moreover, the recent growth
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of an ontl<French, anti-Viet Minh nthird force" further
7 undermines publie support for the Vietnam govemmmt and
- its offort to oreate a Yational Army. |

'du Finally, neither Chief of State Bao Dal nor Premier
Tran Van Fau has inspired popular confidence or demonstrated
dynamic leadership,

6. While very little is known about internal developments in
the Viet Minh, it 1s believed that, on the whole, the political
situation of the Viet Minh has somewhat improved,

8. The position of the Viet Mish was undoubtedly weakene
| | ‘'ed by the November defoat at Foa Binh, the heavy losses
suffered in the Decerber-Jsmary atbacke on the French peri=
meter, and the éonﬁiming shortages of food.

b, However, these faotars have probably been more than
~offeet by the 'expandad scale of Chinese Commnist assiét.ancé,'
the debilitating effect which the sustained Viet Mirh offenw
- sive has had upon the French, the rocent death of G_ena:.ra:l de
Lattre, and the increasing signs of aﬁnkening Franco- |
g  Vietnamese will to resist, Viet Minh leadars are probably

nors, conf:l.dant of aventual military or political vistory in

i
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Indochina than they have been since General de Lattre's arri-
val in tho fall of 1950,

¢, Despite reports to the contrary, Ho Chj_l.h Minh is
probably still the most important Viet Minh figureo Although
Ho is probably onposed to a Chinese Commnist invasion -£
Indochina, at 1e$.:5t partly becanse of fear of a concomitant
reduction in the influence of the Viet Minh, there is no evie
dence of serious friction between the Viet Minh and the Chinese
Commanists, The ¥iet Minh contimes to be organized more come
plétely into 2 Commmist regime,

MILITARY CAPABILITITS OF COMUNIST AND FRANCO-VIETNAMESE FORCES IN
INDOCHINA

Assuming Present Chinese Communist Asaistance to the Viet Mirh
Tontimes at Present levels

7. In the event that the present scale and nature of Chinsse
Communist assistance to the Viet Minh is contimued tut not in-
creased, the Frémh foreces will probably be able to maintain
approxinately their present military positions in Tonkln, However,
unless the political situati&n within Vietnam immroves, a develop-
ment which appears douﬁhﬂﬂ, the over;-all French=Vietnam position
may gradually deteriorate, possibly to a point of eventually en-
dangering the military situation.
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&0 Tﬁe Viet Minh will bmbaﬁly be able to continue,
though not ‘at the present ascelerated tempo, thelr currently
successful tactics of cansing severe attrition to French
sersomnel and equipment. In addition, the Viet Minh will -
probably be able to recapture the Hoa Binh area and to con-
time their infiltration of the Er'ench iines, tut will
probably not be able further to decrease the French perimeter
in Tonmo

b, Viet Minh over-all combat effectivenass will probably

contime %o inorease,

. @ Although no French reini‘ozﬁements can be expected,
French replacements during the period of f.his estinate will
probably meke up the losses sustained in recont operations
in Tonidn, In addition, French-Vistnamese capabilities will
provably slowly increase throush contimed receipt of US MDAP
apsistance, The French Navy will be able to maintain its
preéent control over Indochina waters. Th_e French Alr Force
will maintain 1is present alr supremacy over Indochina, al=
though it will be increasingly hanpered by Viet Minh anti-
airoraft, | |

d. Despite unenthusiastic public support, the Vietaamess
National Army program can be expected slovly %o incrcase
Fronch-Vietnamese military capabilities, Plans for 1952 call
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for a National Army of 80;000 rogular troops, agmented by
approximately 97;000 Vietnamese National Guard and Militia
tmdpa. However, fulfillment of this goal is dependent upon
French and US financlel and logistic decisions yet to be
made, |

Asm% an Expansion of the Prasent Level of Chinese Communist -
ssis e

A ————————uay

B, In the event that the Chinese Commnists incresse the
! : scale of their present matericl and technical assistance and, in
addiﬁ.on, incorporate some combat troops into Viet M:I.nh units, the
Viet Minh should be able to canse a progressive contraction of the
French defense lines in Tonkin,

a. Tven assuming a continuance of heavy commitments
in Korea, the Chinese Commnists would face little diffiw
culty in providing technical and logistic asgslstance to the
Vict Minh, The prineinal limitation upon increased assist-
ance would be the availability of materiel, particularly
heavy equipment, This limitation would be removed if the
scale of Soviet assistance to the Chiness Commanists were

correspondingly Iincreased,

b If the punber of Chinese Comrmnist velunteers serve

ing with the Viet Minh reached as many as 50,000, the Viet
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Minh would probably be capable of taking Hanoi.  If Hanoi
should £all and substantial cutside essistance were nob
immediately forthcoming, French milita;ur and alr forces
wnuid probably be forced to evacuate Tonkin,

c. Unless the Chinese Comminist Air Force intervened,
the French air capabilities would not be significantly
affected, French naval capabilities would probably not be _
affected by any foreseeablo Chinese Communist assistance
short of large-scale invasion (at which time French naval
Iunita and bases would be presumably subjected to Chinese

Comrmanist air attacks).

Agsuming a Large Scalas Chinese Communist Invasion of Indochina

9, -In the cvent that the Chinese Commnists undertook a large-
scale invasion of Indochina, the French would probably be forced
to evacuate Yonkin before any effective assistance could be brought
to bear, |

g. Of the 300,000 troops available in South China for
an invasion of Indochina; the Chinese Communists could proe=
bably support lopistically 150,000 troops in such an invasion.
Logistic deficlencies would, however, limit the operations

of these iroops to a series of local offensives, each of
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about one week's duration, The Chinese could conduct
such opsrations regardless of events in Korea. (See Annex

Be)

b, The de.f_'eat. of the French would be precipitous
should the CCAF be committed to air operations in the Ton=
kin delta, since the CCAF, employing only its piston-type
airoraft, could achieve superiority over the present opera-
tional French Air Force. The :Ghinese Commnilsts would pro=
bably not commit jet=type aircraft in Indochina so long as
war in Korvea continued, |

¢, Following a French p?acuétion from Tonkin, the
combined Sino=Viet Minh forces would be able to undertake
extensive preparations from a Tonkin base for further opera«
tions against any French and allied forces elsewhere in
Indochina.

FRTNCH INTENTIONS IN IMDOCHINA

Indications of Frentch Intentions

10, Althounh the French are contimuing their war effort in
Indochina, serlous economic difficulties have stimlated a grow=
ing official attitude that, even with present US aid, France is in

an impossible situation where it cannot simltaneonsly support
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major military efforts in both Europe and Asia, and that France
n}:st therefore alter either its European.or Far Fastern policy
accordingly.

8. The French estimate that, on the basis of pree-
sently projected US financial assistance, their maxipmm
practical nilitary budget will fall $800 million short
of the 1952 military requirements of approximately $3
billion for NATO and §1 billion for Indochina, Because

i - of the shortage of Frehch' Trozsury fu_nds, credits actually
budgeted and voted for indochina may not be available,

! Contiming price rises in France s moreover, will proBably
reduce the real level of funds slready allocated, Finally,
domestic political differences in Francfwill precludé
timely and effective econamies which might close the de-

ficit gap.

b, Resort to Matienamr‘ﬁnangir‘zg ae a means of
financing French military requirements is not likely so
long as there remains some hope of reducing French comnite

ments throuch a new "solutinn" in Indochinag

1. There have been 1ndice31tiona that, becanse of the over-
riding conaiderations of Franca"s position in F).\rope and relat.iva

powWer vis-a=vis a reviving Garm-ﬂv‘, France is considering a change

|
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in policy that will provide for a reduction of its comitﬁlent_s
m Indochina as the lesser of evil alternatives for solviﬁg

its present economic and military dilemms. The two principal
avenues by vhich France spparcntly is seeking to achieve this
reduction of its commitments are either by shifting much of the
burden for the defense of Indochina to the US, or by ﬁegotiating

a settlement with the Viet Minh and the Chinese Communists.

a. The French have already reqested that the conflict
in Indochina be "internationalized® and that the defense
‘of Indochina no longer remain the Mmational® obligation
of France alone, France has asked for g US-UK commltment
to defend Indochina and for Joint defense measures in

Southeast Asla.

b, The second of the sbove approaches has recontly
been voiced as follows by Foreign Minister Schumant "If
an armistice can be concluded under honorable conditions,
France will not hesitate to make peace." It is likely
that sentiment in France for a negotiated settlement wiil
contime %o grow and will provably be linked to an over-all

Far Fastern political "solution" with the Chinese Commnists.

SEORET

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030029-5



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01D12A001000030%9-}

SFCREP ./

Probable French Courses of Action

12, Fremh'cbnsiderat:lon of a possible gradual withdrawal
from Indochina gemiinely reflects current official thinking and
should not be interpreted merely as a diplomatic maneuver. While
such a w&.thdrawel and/or a negot:l.ated gettlement with the Come

- mnists ia an increasingly possible development, we believe that
it is unlikely 'during the period under review.

a, The War in Tndochina has camsed a substantial mili- -
tary and financial drain o:; France and, as a distant and
costly war which, even if won, promiges few fangible revards,
has eontributed to the postwar political inatablllty in

France and has had a debilitating effect on official and
popular Fronch morale, The French are also confronted with
the fact that their efforts to resist Commnist preassure in
Indoching are not‘. given enthusiastic support by the Asso-
cliated States, ‘whose people do not roeognize_-meh of a pere
#onal gtake in the war effort and apparmt.‘.ur mistrust French

'mot‘;iv‘es more than ‘they recognize the Commnist denger. ' How-
ever, these¢ considerations 'ﬁending to sugrest a French wiﬂia _
draval from Indochina are probably outweighegl for the ;reseﬁt
by the following factorss the intangible tut powerful fastor

“of prestige, the fear that withdrawal from Indochina would
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result in the dissoiution of the French Union, the concern

~ over the fate of French nationals and investments in Indo-

china, and the feeling (on the part of some officials, at
least) that no negotiated settlement with the Comranists
can be achicved that would lastingly salvage anything for
the French or would result in a fundamental local or inter-

national solution,

13, It is therefore probable that France will contime its
war effort in Indochina while at the same time vigorously seeking
DS financial aid and an "internationalizing" of the Indochina war,

a. It is not likely that France, as part of its policy
to "internationalize" the problem of indochina, will invoke
the aid of the UN unless an open intervention by the Chinese
Commnists has already taken place, since any' sach approash
prior to an invasion would spell the end of French supremscy

in Indochina,

b, It is not likely that France will grant or promise
any actual equality of status to the Associated States, un-
less forced to this course by a deteriorating military

situation,
€. French policy toward Indochina will be eritically
affected by whether US financisl assistance closes the gap

ApprovediFor Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030029-5
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betwoan French obligations and available funds, and US milie
tary materiel and personiel m"e pledged to the defense of
Tndochina. Should US financial or mﬂitary assistance fall
far short of French a:q:eotat:lons, and in the absence of
clear improvement in the French pogition, French determina-
tion and ability to resist in Indochina could e expected
progressively to weakeno'. There would then be a serious

| possibility that France, as a last resort, would attempt to

negotiate a sattloment wi’oh the Gomuniat.a.
COMMUNIST INTENTIONS IN INDOCHINA

viet Minh Intentions

.lh., Ma,:]or' Viet Minh decisions with respect to military opera~
tions are probably subject to over-all direction given by world
Commnist leadership and to the scale and nature of assistance
given by Commnist China. Within these limitations, the Viet Minh
can be expected to continue and gradually to inerease their tactics
of attrition and infiltration in Tonkin, and terrorism and guerrilla
activity elsewhere in Indochins, It is doubtful that large-scale
offensives on the current scale will be maintained‘during the

period of this estimates

15. Indications of Chinese Commnist Intentions, There has

been a recent baild-up of Chinese Commnis% troop strength and

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030029-5
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supplies slong the Indochina border. In addition, other military
indications point toward increased Chinese Commnist activity in

Indochina.

a. The present estimate of troops within
miles of the border compares with the troops
in this area at the time NIE=35 was prepared. (July 1951)

b, It is belisved that the many kmown Commnist su>ply
depots on both sides of the Indochina border now contain

supplies far in excess of foreseeable Viet Minh requirements,

o There has been contiderable improvement of trans-
portation routes and facilities from South China into Indo-
china,

d. The extent to which Viet Minh military capabilities
have recently improved testifies to the increased materiel

and advisory assistance being given by the Chinese Commnists,

@ Four of the five Viet Minh infantry divisions are
at, present deployed along the western part of the Tonkin peri-
meter; the no:rthe:i'n section of the defense line i‘acing_ the
routes of approach from China to the Delta area is weakly
held,

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030029-5
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£, A planning and administrative headqarters for the
recruiting of a Chinese “volunteer fbrce“ may have been es-

‘tablished in South China.

g. Numerous unconfirmed reports ¢claim an increase in
CCAP activity, improvement in airfields, and deployment of
gdditional aireraft, including jets, in South China. There
ig no relisble intelligence, however, to indicate that CCAF
units are any closer to Indochina than Canton and Hankow.
Both of these cities are beyond fighter range éf the Indo-

ching border,

h, Neither recent Commnist propaganda nor other recent
non~military developments provide firm indications of Chinese

Comrmnist intentions in Indochina.

36, While the incrcased Chinese Commnist capabilities in
South China sugrest préparations for an invasion of Indochina, pre=
sent evideﬂce does not indicate that such an invasion is necessarily
jmminent, PFurthermore, the over-all Commnist position in the Far
East would appear to make inprobable a Chinese. Cpm'runist large-

seale invasion of Indochina during the period of this estimate.

a, Current Communist tactice in Indochina are attain-

ing considerable sucoess,

Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01012A001000030029-5
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b. It is estimted that vorld Commnist leadership desires
to avoid a ganéral wvar at this t-m, '

6. Reoent Western moves have probably made world Cormmist
leadership aware that the Weat, and in partioular the US, may e~
aot vigorously should Communist China invade Indoshina. This
fear .of retaliation is probably somewhat offset by Communist recog-
nition of divided opinions 4n the West as to the merits and timing
of such retaliation, On balanos, however, fear of drastis retalia-
tory aotion against the mainland of Ghim is probably sufficlent o
be a paramount factor dissuading the Chinese Communists from openly
intervening in Indochina,

d. Indoohina 1s an area of secondary importance to the
Comminists. n comparison to North China and tanchuria .,

17, However, the Comumists probebly estimete that retaliatory

~ action would be taken only in the event of a clear and substantianted

| Ghinese Commnist imvasion, Thus, the Chinese Commmists will probably

i ~ seck %o pursue the maximm course in Indoshina short of actual Interven-

tion, | | S |

i | &, Chinese Comminist taehn:loal a.nd logistic assistange wﬂl
continue on an inoreasing seale., In the ovent that Viet idnh man-
pover is not ﬁuffioient to. contime desired operations, an increas-
ing mmber of Chinese "wolunteers" ean be expected,

- 20 -
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b. The tampo, soale, and nature of Chiness. cmmi_at suppart
i1l be conditicned only by Chinese Commnist czpabilitics to make
such support availsble am by Peipirgie(and vrobably lbseow's) esti-
mate of the danger of pr&voking e ffective Uestern countermeasures.

18, It ia protable that, unless the war in Korea should be inten~

\ sified and expanded, the Chinese Commnists will not launch an invasion

" of Indochina during the period under review. ilc are urabls to estimte
what the effest upon developments in Indochina would be of an expanded

Korean war,

Approved For Release 2000/08/29

| a. In the event an armistice 1s coneluded in Korea, the
pregent Chinese Coramist tulld~up along the Indochina bcrcior could
inorease the Comnunist bergaining position for future negotiations
for an over all political settlement in the Fur East, T:is pressure
against Indoohina could 4n partieular, by mking the French move
receptive to proposals whish promised un early settlement in the
Far Fast, bs a useful Commurist tool for dividing the Western

 powers,

b, In the ovent that present negotiations :l.n Korea contimuse
during the pericd of this estimate, or that hostilities should be
renaved mt. not expanded beyond Korea, an imvasion of Indoching by
the Mem Commnists would mullify the value to the Goxmmniats of
all negotintions %o date and in addition w-uld sontradict the patiern
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thus far set in Korea by tho Commnists, that of denonstrating &
seening desire to aveid an extension of hostilities. ‘

. In the event that hostilities in Korea should be both
reneyed and expanded, the probobility that the Chincse Gmmista
would 1nvade Indochine would become anpreciasbly greater. We are
unable to estimte, without prior knowledge of ‘the mommer in whioh
the Kow war might concelivably be expanded, vhother the Chinese
'émmznists would actually intervene in Indochina,
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APPENDIX A

- OPPOSING PORCES IN INDOC'INA AS OF 1 FEBRUARY 1952

Franco-Yietnamess Forges:

| French Ground Forces 185,000
‘ Armed Forces of Associated States . ‘ 77,000
Auxiliary Troops | ' 104,500
Semi-military forces (rallway guards, eta.) 76,500
French Alr Force . 6,820
French Naval and Naval Air Force 11,256
TOTAL 461,076
~ Viet Miith Forces:
Viet Minh Regular Forces 130,000 (Est)
Rogional Militie " 70,000 (Est)
Irregular Fercea 70,000 (Est)
TOTAL - 270,000 (Est)
_ - Opposing Regular Ground Forses in Tonkin
Franec-Vietnamase 'i"xm‘dpa 135,000
Viet Minh Troops 97,500 (Eat)
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APPENDIX B
C 'TNESE COMMUNIST CAPABIIITILS TO INTERVENE IN TDOCHINA

1a' Even assﬁming continuing heavy comnitments in Korea, the
Chinese Comminists would fase little difficulty in providing tech-
nicsl and logistic assistance Lo the Viet Minh. The prineipal
limiyﬁtion upon ingreésed assistance would be the availability of
meterial, particularly heavy equipmé7b, though this limitation would
be”removad 1f the Qcale of Soviet assistance to the Chinasg.Cummus
niiﬁé‘were correapondingly inercased.
a, The Chinese Communists should be capable of continu-
ing and graduﬁlly expanding the scale and nature of present
L supplies to the Viet Minh of light arms and ammnition, vehi-
cles, some field snd antialreraft artillery, and commnica~
tion nnd- znbdic'al squirment, but would not be capable of signif-
icently expanding the supply of heavier equi~ment.
bo An armistice in Kor.a, or a prolonged lull in hos-

t4litlies there, would greatly increasse this cepebility.

2. There are an estimated 300,000 Chiness Communist troops
south of the Yangtze which, regardless of svents in Korea, eould
be committed to an invasion of Indmn;nao Of this number, 1509060
troops of the hth and 2nd Field Avmies are locatad within 100
miles of the_Indochiﬁa border.
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8, The éombqt efficiency of the Chinese Communist troops
i South China avallable for an invasion of Indochina is prob-
ably equal to that of the Chinese Communist trooms now in
| Korea, with due allowance for a disparity in suvporting wea-
: pons,

b. So long as the Korean war eontinues, the Chiness
Communists would not be capable of committing any significant
amount of artillery for an invasion of Indochina, The infan-
try fbr@es, howav.r,are probably adequately equipped with
normal infantry light weapons.

€0 The training and exparience of these Lroops is con-
sidered adeguate to allow thom to attempt an invasion. Korean
veterans ars bhelioved now in the ranks of these forges.

d. The over-all effestiveness of the lth Field Army
units, located along Tonkin's nortﬂeast border;, is probably
superior to those of the 2nd Field Army, located on Tonkin‘s

northwest bardpro

3. Of the 3009000 troops available.in South China for an
invasion of Indochins, the Chinese Communiste could probably support
150,000 troops f&r such an invasion, regafdless of events in Koréao

| n; Peficiencies in suoply facilitles would limit Chinese

Conmunist 1ogist1§ supoort of these 150,000 troops to a series

of local offensives, each of about one.whak's duration, be-

tween which offwnsives time would be needed for replénishmén$

of supplies and repeir of transportation fasilitias.
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be - The prinsiral restraining fastops upon the size of
the invading foree which the Chinese .Gomn-mniats oould logis-
$ically support are the limited transportation rt;utes and
facilities in tie border area.

8. Although relatively 1ittle s known regardin: Chinese
Communlet stockpiling along the Indochina border, the current
volume of supplies moving into Tonkin is believed considerably
to excesd ourrent Viet !{fmh' requiraments. |

d. - Although a significant decrease in Chinese Comsunist
sommitments in Korea would greatly incresse the quantity of
troops and materiel availsble for operations in Indoehi-a,

transportation restrictions would still prevail.

4. Regardless of events in Korsa, the Chinese Comiuntsts
probubly have the capability quiskly to render ineffective the
French Air Fma in '.l‘onkinq.

a; The Chinepe Cormsnists would probably not divert
sny of their th-ctvpe sireraft to Indochina so long as hoaen |
tilities continue in Korea. The “hinese Communis's have |
nppmximately 800 piston-driven aiwe:"afi!.a9 the majority of
uh:leh sould be committed %o an invasion of Indochinag regardm
less of events in Korea. This piatonads'ﬁ.vm foreo campas'sa
%o 385 Frenoh Afr Force and Naval eirgraft in all of Indechina..

’ -bo The Viet Minh have made no offort» to prepare the few
airﬁaida within their territory for opsrations. There are,
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however, 22 suitsble airfields within L0 nautical miles of

Hanoi which could be made available for use by the CCA” in

conducting air operations against the Tonkin Delta. Thie

compares with __ French airfields in Tonkin, all of which
' are especially vulnerable to attask,
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